
Thank You:   

*Dear Friends. . .Thank you so much for remembering me with your prayers and the beautiful shawl 

while my foot is healing.  I treasure the shawl and love feeling itõs warmth around my shoulders as well as 

the warmth of your friendship and caring.                                   Love, Fran Robertson 

*Dear Partner. . .Thank you for your congregationõs gift of $420.  The generosity of churches like yours 
enables World Vision to provide essential care, encouragement, and hope to hurting children and families.  

You are a vital part of the work we do in the name of Christ.  In His Name, Richard E. Stearns, President, World Vision 
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Upcoming Church Christmas Events 

Sunday, December 11th, Christmas Program. . . during morning worship with cookie  

fellowship following in Wesley Hall. 

 

Saturday, December 24th, 7:00pm, Christmas Eve Service. . . Worship service with 

candlelight, carols and Holy Communion.  

 

Sunday, December 25th, 10:15am, Christmas Sunday Worship Service. . .Join us 

in celebration of the birth of our Savior!  

Sunday, January 8th, 9:00am  Ring in the New Year and join us for our New 

Yearôs Breakfast in Wesley Hall.   

 

A Moment With You 
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   ñItôs beautiful.ò  Two words you donôt expect to hear from a two year old.  She 

was standing next to the family Christmas tree.  A moment later, she is dancing to 

the music from the Nutcracker.  Oh, the simple joy that leaps from the hearts of 

children as they await Christmas. 

   For those of us with a few more years on us, do we feel the same about the ap-

proach of Christmas 2011?  Does it carry the same type of anticipation as when 

you were a child?  Are you overburdened and overwhelmed with all that goes 

into making your family Christmas everything you want it to be?  Forgotten 

where you placed the true meaning of Christmas? 

   Maybe now is the time to allow your heart to become refreshed with the joy of 

Christmas from the perspective of a child.  After all, isnôt that what it is all about, 

Simple Joy? I know this will reach your home after Thanksgiving and after 

ñBlack Fridayò yet if we could really allow ourselves to recall what transpired 

with the birth of the Christ child we too might slow down, spend less of our hard 

earned money on things that will mostly be forgotten by New Yearôs Day and just 

hear some of the key words spoken by angels and Mary and Joseph, shepherds 

and wise men from the east.   

   From Scripture we hear once again words that are not meant to rush into and 

through the Christmas season but are spoken to remind all of us of the beauty of 

the arriving Messiah. In Lukeôs Gospel we find this; that Joseph went with Mary 

from Nazareth to Bethlehem to register for the census.  While they were there, the 

time came for Mary to give birth, that shepherds while watching their flocks at 

night were greeted by the angel and the heavenly host who proclaimed the good 

news.  The shepherds then went to see for themselves what the angel told them. 

Take just a moment and reread that, this time, pause after each of those state-

ments for a while and let it all sink in. Because that is what happened long ago, 

long moments before each event leading up to the birth. 

   There were no mad dashes to buy countless gifts.  No hours spent on mailing 

Christmas cards, baking cookies and making candies, or stuffing ourselves silly at 

an endless stream of office parties and countless trash bags filled with used wrap-

ping paper. There was simply an announcement from heaven that God is in love 

with us and that he sent The Gift that can never be topped. 

   That Christmas tree without any gifts underneath it, with just a few strands of 

light, tinsel, and ornaments stood in the little girlôs front room in the home that 

she shared with her mom and dad and big brother.  She walked over, stood close 

and as she took it all in and days before Christmas proudly proclaimed, ñItôs 

beautifulò.   

   My prayer for you and your family is that you will be able to see the true beauty 

of Christmas this season. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel! 

Grace and Peace,                                     Pastor Mark 

Sue Abbott, Pianist/Organist 
Dianna Bickel, Handbell Director 
Liz Horn, Pianist/Song Leader 
Lori Watts, Office Manager 
Dwayne Boren, Custodian 
Melly Momo, Assistant Pastor 
Mark Horn, Pastor 
  
Office Phone: 618/344-3824 
Fax: 618/344-0331 
Email: collinsvilleumc@yahoo.com         
Website address:  collinsvilleumc.com 
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Christmas Gifts around the World 
   Choices, choices. I stand in front of the aisles of toys, grocery items, sweaters, decorations & I am over-

whelmed. So much to choose from. In a way we are very lucky, very spoiled. But in another way, it 

makes life very confusing & difficult. How to choose? Which is the best? Do we really need all these 

ñthingsò? What should we be thinking about at Christmas? As Christians we know what to be thinking 

but it is so easy to be caught up in all the excesses of the season. Letôs try to remember the impact of our 

buying & all that we do. 

   Iôve already told the grandkids that there will be no more cute Hugs & Kisses (from Hersheyôs), only hugs & kisses. 

Hershey is still using chocolate that is produced with labor using slaves the same age as they are. People always say 

ñReally? I had no idea.ò The real question is. Once you know, what do you do about it? Do you still support these  

producers or do you vote with your dollars & say ñNo, I can not support slave laborò. If thatôs how you feel about it, buy 

some stocking stuffers in the back of the church where we have Fair Trade chocolates, coffee, tea, & cranberries. Let us 

help with your decision making. Support fair trade practices around the world & not greed. Help people around the 

world have a merry Christmas. WWJD? 

   Try these wonderful recipes for the holidays. I love the fact that this first one was contributed by a customer & itôs 

from a 1960s church cookbook in North Dakota! 

   And donôt forget that we sell cranberries also.  Chocolate is also available in the church office during the week.  May 

the visit of the Christ child remind us all of who we profess to be and that we follow Him in love into eternity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mint Chocolate Filled  

Cupcakes 
 

BATTER 

3 cups flour 

2 cups white sugar 

½ c. Equal Exchange Organic 

Baking Cocoa 

2 tsp salt 

2 tsp baking soda 

2 cups water 

2/3 cup vegetable oil 

2 T.s vinegar 

2 tsp. vanilla 

Mix dry ingredients & then add 

water, oil, vinegar & vanilla. 

Mix well. 

Put cupcake papers in 32  

muffin tins & fill ½ full with  

the batter.  

FILLING  
8 oz. cream cheese 

1 egg 

1/3 c. sugar 

Pinch of salt 

1 bar Equal Exchange Organic 

Mint Chocolate, chopped finely 

Cream together filling ingredi-

ents & stir in mint chocolate 

pieces. 

Put a spoonful of filling into 

center of each cup of batter, 

then fill to ¾ full with batter. 

BAKE at 350 for about 25 

minutes 

FROSTING 
2 (8 oz) pkg cream cheese,  

softened 

½ cup butter, softened 

2 cups sifted confectionersô 

sugar 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

Cream together cr. Cheese & 

butter till creamy. Mix in  

vanilla; gradually stir in  

confectionersô sugar. Frost 

cupcakes when fully cool. 

               Choco Coconut Balls 
1 c. Equal Exchange Organic Baking Cocoa  

1/2 c. Coconut Oil or Butter, melted but cooled  

1 tsp. vanilla  

2 c. shredded coconut 

1/2 tsp. cinnamon  

1/2 tsp. sea salt  

1/2 c. crushed walnuts  

Directions: 
In a bowl, mix shredded coconut, coconut oil,  

cocoa powder and vanilla. Mix it up real good. 

Add cinnamon and sea salt. When mixed well,  

add crushed walnuts.  

Use two melon ball scoops to shape the balls and 

place on a dinner plate and refrigerate until firm. 

Transfer to a plastic container for keeping. 

Should make 24 coconut balls, but you can make 

them smaller or larger and change the quantity. 

Orzo Salad with Cranberries & Pecans 
Ingredients: 

1/2 box Orzo 

3/4 cup dried sweetened cranberries 

2 med carrots, chopped 

1 small cucumber, seeded, chopped 

1 TBS olive oil 

3 TBS balsamic vinegar 

1 tsp Dijon mustard 

1 tsp honey 

Salt & pepper to taste 

2-3 sliced scallions 

1/4 cup roasted, salted pecans chopped 

In a small pan, bring water to a boil.  Stir in orzo and cook until just tender, 

drain.  Combine the warm orzo, cranberries, carrots, and cucumber in a  

medium bowl.  In a small bowl, combine the vinegar, oil, and mustard.  Pour 

over orzo and vegetable mixture and stir to coat.  Add salt & pepper to taste.  

Cover and refrigerate.  Stir in scallions and pecans just before serving.   

Garnish with basil or extra cucumbers for a colorful and healthy dish.   

December Food Pantry Needs 

  *Canned Chicken Noodle & Vegetable Soups 
  *Canned Vegetables 
  *Canned Fruit 
  *Hot & Cold Cereals 
  *Powdered Milk 
  *Toilet Paper (ongoing need) 

 
Paper & Plastic Bags and volunteers are always needed 

Missions Update 
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December Manna Basket 
 We will be collecting Paper Products and Baby Items for the Food Pantry.  

Items being collected are:  Paper Towels, Kleenex, Toilet Paper,  
Diapers (All Sizes), Baby Wipes, Baby Lotion, and Baby Shampoo. 

Monetary Donations are welcome (checks made payable to FUMC).   
Please help in any way that you can. 

Christmas Offering 
Will be for the Collinsville Area Ministerial Association  

Helping Hands Ministry (CAMA) to help with their ongoing 
expenses to help those less fortunate.   

Envelopes are in the pew racks and in the Narthex - 
please give as you can to this very worthwhile ministry. 

October Manna Basket 
 We collected $147 in monetary donations, 28 Scarves, 59 Hats, and 63 pairs of Gloves/Mittens for the 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 

Collinsville Food Pantry 
Donations totaled $82 for the month of October 

Thanksgiving Offering  
 Our total for the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House was $650. 

Thank you to all who have so generously contributed to these worthwhile ministries. 

Thank You To All Who Supported Godõs Bountiful Table. . . 

We received a total of  $787.25.  Proceeds covered the $420 annual pledge for the 
Churchõs World Vision Child, Mariana Batista, and  $367.25  

went to the Collinsville Food Pantry 

http://shop.equalexchange.com/ProductInfo.aspx?productid=18510
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Prayers for Health & Healing:  Lowell Ecker, Bob Jaeger, Bob Fresen, Julia Gossett, Monica Bell, Pete & 

Carol Christophel, Dianna Bickel, Joanna Tamburello, Ron Pitts,  Jim Pitts, Lou Roustio, Rhoda Gibson  

 

Prayers for Comfort:  Familes of Emil Watts, Ross Faris, Gary Lund, William Lacy Farris  

Prayers for Our Church:  Bishop Gregory Palmer, District Superintendent Gary Wilson, Pastor Mark Horn, 

Assistant Pastor Melly Momo, Our Church Staff, Our homebound members and friends, Our members for 

health and healing, Our Christmas Program and participants  

Prayers for Our Community:  CAMA Helping Hands Ministry  

Prayers for Our Country: Our military men and women and the families who wait for their safe return  

UPCOMING EVENTS . . . .  
Tuesday  12/06   6:00pm Priscilla Circle Christmas Party  

Sunday    12/11 10:15am Christmas Program  

    11:30am Cookie Fellowship - Wesley Hall  

    11:30am UMCOR Coffee/Chocolate Sales - Narthex  

Saturday  12/24   7:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service  

Sunday    12/25 10:15am Christmas Sunday  

      Monday, December 26th - Friday, December 30th  Meals on Wheels Delivery  

Saturday  12/31   New Years Eve 

Sunday                    1/08  9:00am New Years Breakfast - Wesley Hall  

DECEMBER MEETINGS . . . .  
Ā Monday           12/12   7:00pm Board of Trustees - Meeting Room  

WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES . . . .  
Ā Sunday                       9:00am  Sunday School - for all ages  

                                    10:15am  Worship  

Ā Monday    6:00pm  Vocal Choir     

   6:45pm             Bell Choir        

Ā Tuesday   9:30am  Healing Stitches Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Ā Wednesday   9:00am  Priscilla Workday in Wesley Hall  

   4:00pm  Youth Group - Youth Room 

                                        6:00pm  Bible Study Discussion Class  

Our Church Family Prayer Concerns  

Our Mission as a vital congregation in The United Methodist Church,  
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

   October, 2011 Attendance   

Date       Worship        Sun. School 

  October 2nd             101         34 

  October 9th              109                        34 

  October 16th            129         38 

  October 23rd             84                        34 

  October 30th        96         26 

       

   Oct Avg       105                33 

   Oct 2010 Avg          99            36 

October, 2011 Giving 

Contributions   $24,334 

Expenses  $16,489 

                Balance                 $7,845 
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Christmas Eve Worship Service 

Come join us for carols, candlelight,  
and Holy Communion. 

7:00pm in our Church Sanctuary 

 With the upcoming holiday season , please  

remember our members who are unable to regularly 

attend worship with a card, or call and your prayers:  

 

Faye Ball              Helen Booker  

Ethel Chamberlain             Nell Payne  

Helen Emling             Julia Gossett  

Elaine Hartley             Ethel Bauer    

Jean Nugent                      Elaine Pauesick   

Lou Roustio              Joanna Tamburello           
 

           If we have missed anyone please contact  

       the church office, 344 -3824.   

Poinsettia Delivery Volunteers  

Are Needed. . . 

for the week of December 18th - 22nd.  We are 

in need of people to deliver Poinsettias to our 

shut ins.  If you are able to help, please contact 

the church office or R.J. Mitchell. 

M  erry Christmas!   
From those who serve you at  

The First United Methodist  

        Church throughout the year: 
 

Sue Abbott 

Dianna Bickel 

Dwayne Boren 

Liz Horn 

Assistant Pastor Melly Momo 

Lori Watts 

Karl Wirt 

Jessica Wysocki 

Pastor Mark Horn 

  New Yearõs Sunday School Breakfast  

          January 8th , 2012, 9:00am in Wesley Hall    
Together, we will share breakfast to celebrate the old year and ring in the 

new!  Worship will be at 10:15am. PLAN TO  BRING  SOMEONE  WITH  YOU! 

 

Contributions for 2011:  Sunday, December 25th, will be the last day we are able to receive contributions 
for the 2011 tax year.  Check your financial plan to see if this timely gift may benefit you. 

2012 Offering Envelopes... will be 

available on Sunday, December 25th.   

Offering envelopes are available to all 

who attend here.  It is our best system to 

keep good contribution records and provide accu-

rate reporting each year.  If you are not a member 

and would like to receive a set of envelopes, please 

contact Lori in the church office, 344-3824. 




